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nation, TMs meeting was called the Annap-
olis Convention (which see).
Five states sent delegates, and they re-
ported unanimously that existing faults
could not be remedied "by any means at hand,
as the trouble could be traced directly to the
insufficient Articles of Confederation. It
"was recommended that a larger convention
of all the states meet without delay to con-
sider the Articles and amend them. This re-
port attracted wide attention and when it
reached the members of Congress it was
approved. On February 21, 1787, Congress
advised the states to send delegates to a
national convention in Philadelphia, and
May 14th was named as the date of meeting.
The call was—
***** for the sole and express purpose
of revising- the Articles of Confederation and
reporting- to Congress and the several Legis-
latures such alterations and provisions there-
in as should, when agreed to in Congress and
confirmed by the States, render the Federal
Constitution adequate to the exigencies of
Government and the preservation of the
Union."
The nnmber of delegates chosen to this
convention was sixty-five; ten did not attend.
The Convention remained in session until
September 17, when its work was completed.
It was found impossible to make satisfactory
amendment or revision of the Articles of Con-
federation, and within the short space of
four months a new Constitution was written.
It was said by Gladstone that no other body
of men in all the history of the world,
regardless of the time employed, ever
devised a system of government so admirable
in its plan and so perfect in its operation as
came from the hands of these fifty-five
American patriots. That there was no una-
nimity of opinion in the Convention is ap-
parent from the fact that sixteen members
refused to sign the completed Constitution or
left the convention before it was ready to be
signed. The signatures of only thirty-nine
of tbe members were appended to it.
In Article YII it was provided that the
Constitution should become effective as soon
as it was ratified by nine states.   Eventually,
all the tMrteen states gave it legality, in the
following order, by vote of their legislatures:
Delaware, Dec, 7, 1787; unanimously.
Pennsylvania, Dec, 12, 1787; vote, 46 to 23.
New Jersey, Dec. 18, 1787; unanimously,
<3eorgia, Jan. 2, 1788; unanimously.
Connecticut, Jan. 9, 1788; vote, 128 to 40,
Jdtassae&usetts, Feb. 6, 1788; vote, 187 to 168.
3Carylan£, April 28, 1788; vote, 63 to 12.
 South Carolina, May 23, 17SS; vote,  149 to 73.
New Hampshire, June 21,  17SS;  vote, 57 to  46.
Virginia, June 25, 17S8; vote, 89 to 79.
New York, July 26,  1788,  vote,  30  to  28.
North Carolina,  Nov. 21, 1789; vote, 193 to 75.
Rhode Island, May 29, 1790; vote, 34 to 32.
The Constitution in Full.    Following is
the complete text  of the  Constitution, as
adopted by the Convention and ratified by
the states:
ARTICLE I.    LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
Section 1. Congress in General.
All legislative powers herein granted shall
be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.
Section 2.  House  of Representatives.
 1.	The  House  of  Representatives  shall be
composed   of  members   chosen   every  second
year by the people of the several States, and
the   electors   in   each   State   shall   have   the
qualifications   requisite   for   electors   of   the
most numerous branch of the State legisla-
ture.
 2.	No person shall be a Representative who
shall not have attained to the age of twenty-
five years, and been seven years a citizen of
the United States, and who shall not, when
elected,  be   an   inhabitant  of   that   State   in
•which he shall be chosen.
 3.	Representatives and direct taxes shall be
apportioned among the several states which
may be included within this Union, according
to their respective numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole number
of  free   persons,   including  those   bound   to
service for a term of years,  and  excluding
Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other
persons.     The  actual   enumeration   shall   be
made within three years after the first meet-
ing of the Congress of the United States, and
within every subsequent term of ten years, in
such manner as they shall by law direct.   The
number of Representatives shall not exceed
one for every thirty thousand, but each State
shall have at least one Representative; and
until such enumeration  shall  be  made,   the
State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Is-
land  and  Providence  Plantations   one,  Con-
necticut five, New York six, New Jersey four,
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland
six, Virginia ten, North, Carolina five, South
Carolina five, and Georgia three,
 4.	When  vacancies  happen   in  the   repre-
sentation    from   any   State,    the    executive
authority thereof shall issue writs of election
to fill snch vacancies.
 5.	The    House    of    Representatives    shall
choose their Speaker and other officers; and
shall have the sole power of Impeachment,
Section 3. Senate.
1. The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by the legislature thereof, for six

